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Professors, lecturers and graduate students, who have been studying, are studying,
and will be studying medieval English, taking either theoretical or philological approach,
now encounter difficulties in teaching their own subject in university curricula. Teach-
ing Modern English is now the first and foremost task for the university staff in Japan.
From young part-time lecturers to elderly professors, one has to teach English composi-
tion, communication, and/or easy reading on English culture, at the expense of one’s
own subject. The member of our Medieval Society has been decreasing in number for
these years, though some senior professors invite their students eagerly. It is a serious
matter for us medievalists to face the dilemma of pursuing medieval English studies or
teaching Modern English.
In the first international conference of the Society of Historical English Language and
Linguistics (SHELL) held at Chiba under the auspices of the Research Center of Social
Sciences and Humanities on 1-3 September 2005, we had a guest, Professor Young-Bae
Park, President of the English Language and Literature Association of Korea (ELLAK),
and asked him to preside a workshop entitled“Teaching Medieval English”. To start a
discussion he talked to us Japanese medievalists the past and present of learning and
teaching medieval English in Korea. He is specialised in medieval English, especially in
Chaucer studies, have experiences of studying abroad, in the U.S., the U.K. and Canada,
to name a few. He is a regular of the International Conference on English Historical Lin-
guistics (ICEHL) and always encourages his students to study medieval English. I met
him first in 1990 at the ICEHL in Helsinki and have exchanged opinions ever since that
time, and so I consider him the best person to talk on this subject.
The following paper was read at the workshop of SHELL on 3 September. Twelve
Japanese medievalists joined the discussion, found similarities and differences in com-
paring the situations of both countries, and agreed to continue teaching medieval Eng-
lish against adversity.
(Professor, Graduate School of Social Sciences and Humanities)
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